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HISTORIC BUILDINGS COUNCIL 17th REPORT LAUNCHED
THE Historic Buildings Council's strengths lie in the independence and expertise of its volunteer members.

  

These are the words of Chairman Frank Robinson as he launched the advisory body’s 17th report. Mr Robinson went on to explain that the Council, which advises government on whether a building should be listed on special architectural or historic interest grounds, had an important role to play in preserving our built heritage.

Outlining the positive changes which have taken place since the HBC’s previous report in 2007, the chairman cited consecutive Ministers’ emphasis on the value of heritage to the economy.

More ‘stop notices’ were now being served to prevent demolition of listed buildings and, he said, the courts appeared to be taking more seriously breaches of  the related legislation.

Mr Robinson welcome the fact that calls made in the HBC’s last report for a more positive government’s approach to preserving the province’s built heritage were had been met.

Whilst citing the individual talents which members had brought to council at no cost to the taxpayer, Mr Robinson said “I regret that a new code of practice means the departure of the professional skills of these architects, structural engineers, surveyors, lawyers, historians, educationalists, owners of historic properties and journalists. Hopefully, a new intake will replicate their expertise”. But Mr Robinson reminded government that these were experts who had received no fees for their normally highly-paid services.
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Receiving the report on behalf of Environment Minister Edwin Poots, Leo O’Reilly, Permanent Secretary at the Department, thanked the Chair and the Members for their unstinting service and in particular for their contribution to the report. 

Dedicated to the late Dick Oram, a Member of HBC till his death in 2008, the publication includes features  on the Second Survey of Listed Buildings, Sustainable Development in the Countryside and Rural Design Guides, Buildings at Risk, Climate Change, the legalities of ‘Spot Listing’, Conservation Areas, Working Practice in Conservation, the works of an 18th century architect and a 20th century engineer, the role of the Joint Committee for Industrial Heritage, plus the increased accessibility of on-line information on our architectural heritage.   
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